Is Paris the home of international arbitration?

MARINE MAFFRE MAUCOUR &
JOANNA CLOSA - CONSULTANTS,
DRIVER TRETT PARIS HIGHLIGHT THE
SUCCESS THAT PARIS HAS ACHIEVED
IN BECOMING SYNONYMOUS AS

A WORLD-CLASS LOCATION FOR
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION AND
WHAT THE CITY’S FUTURE MAY
HOLD.

Paris has set the tone of its ambition to
establish itself as the ‘Home of interna-
tional arbitration’. The organisation of
the second annual Paris Arbitration Week
(PAW) aims at consolidating a historical
position in a competitive environment.
Since the 1960s, French law has been at
the forefront of the development of inter-
national arbitration. More recently, positive
signals were sent through the 2011 reform”,
thus reasserting the liberty and flexibility in
terms of applicable laws and languages.
To this can be added a clear jurisprudence
which has been followed by laws in many
other countries that have adopted princi-
ples similar to those established in France.
In this frame, the objective of PAW is

clear: “the promotion of Paris as the world's
leading site for international arbitration.”

Benefitting from a long-standing repu-
tation as an excellent arbitral seat and
from a geographic and logistic advantage,
Paris based arbitration is endowed with
five arbitral affiliated institutions including
the 1CC Paris (now chosen for approxi-
mately 90 ICC arbitrations per year).

But Paris cannot rest on its laurels and

must keep differentiating itself in a context
where a British leadership pre-exists.
Indeed, according to the ICC report? in
2016, common law, British practitioners
and English language still dominate the
discipline.

However, Paris can count on a newtrend
showing a growing demand for French
speaking practitioners. Driver Trett's Paris
office, through the increased demand for

Diales? expertise, has noted an increasing
demand for French speaking experts in the
delay and quantum fields. This seems to
be bolstered by the increased number of
arbitration cases in French speaking coun-
tries, particularly in Africa.

Having hosted close to 300 participants
from some 40 countries, the first PAW, in
April 2017, fulfilled its commitments and
ambitions to share information and best
practices. Following on from this success,
the second PAW, running from 9 to 13
April 2018, will provide arbitration prac-
titioners and academics a unique forum
for discussing the future of the profession.
A wonderful show-case for anyone who
would like to experience Paris as the home
of international arbitration.

Driver Trett has provided services from
its Parisian office since 2015 and will be
participating in these discussions and
sponsoring the overall event in 2013. M
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2Full 2016 ICC Dispute Resolution statistics published in
Court Bulletin.

3Diales is the expert witness support services arm of the
Driver Trett business.

Driver Trett France referenced as a training organisation by DataDock

Actively involved in the development of contract
management in France, Driver Trett's local team
provides support to its clients in the implementation
and development of their company’s contract manage-
ment. The team assist them throughout the life of their
contracts, including in the critical phases of preparing
and defending claims.

The competencies of the team and the quality of their
advice and submissions have led clients to consider
Driver Trett France (DTF) as a key partner when they
look for training. DTF is very active in the development
of training courses, from standard introduction to
contract management to entire programmes specifically
designed for a client’s needs, embracing their specific
terms and requirements, and based on their own exam-
ples.

2018 sees the launch of a full training catalogue
covering both contract and claim management through
to expert courses, including those related to both FIDIC
and NEC contracts.

The directors of DTF are involved in the first university
degree created in France for contracts management,
namely the DU Contract Management run by Panthéon
- Assas Paris Il University. They also bring their expertise
to the contract management programmes led by Francis
Lefebvre Formation, one of the key players for profes-
sional training in France. Indeed the session with Francis

Lefebvre have already started.

In September 2017, Driver Trett France was accred-
ited by DataDock, a French state body which references
training organisations whose courses are recognised as
being eligible for continuing education funding; as they
meet the quality criteria in terms of setting-up, follow-
up, and quality control of the training they offer. Il



